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            India welcomes the opportunity to share with this prestigious Forum, its vision for tackling Climate Change as a collaborative Global Mission.

 

1.        Such a Global Mission requires us to recognize that what we face, as humanity, is an extraordinary challenge and this requires an extraordinary response.  While there is talk of Climate Change being an extraordinary challenge, what we have seen so far in multilateral negotiations, is best described as “under-ordinary”.

 

2.        An extraordinary response cannot be delivered by a traditional negotiating process, which is by its nature, adversarial, in which each negotiating partner or a group of negotiating partners, seeks to safeguard and advance its own perceived self-interest and the result is usually a least common denominator outcome.  This may be appropriate for less challenging areas such as trade or even security-related issues.  A least common denominator outcome to the Bali Process will not be appropriate to the elemental challenge that Climate Change poses to collective humanity.

 

3.        What we need is a collaborative approach based on a common and shared vision, but one which can only succeed if it incorporates the principle of equity and fairness.

 

4.        As India sees it, the Copenhagen Outcome must be based on the principle that each citizen of the globe has an equal entitlement to the global atmospheric space.  This is similar to the principle recognized, for example, in the Outer Space Treaty, that Outer Space “shall be the province of all mankind”.  Therefore, our objective should be to aim eventually for a per capita convergence of greenhouse gas emissions.

 

            The Prime Minister of India has solemnly declared that even while India pursues its economic and social development goals, it will not permit its per capita GHG emissions to exceed, at any point of time, the average per capita emissions of developed countries.

 

5.        A successful outcome, which is equitable, must take into account historical responsibility.  It is not current levels of emissions alone which are responsible for climate change.  Climate change is taking place as a consequence of accumulated GHGs in the atmosphere, as a result of several decades of carbon-based industrialization in the developed world.  Therefore, as the UNFCCC itself acknowledges, it is the developed countries who occupy the limited carbon capacity of the earth’s atmosphere, who must achieve urgent and significant reductions in their emissions.

 

6.        Developing countries have the responsibility to engage in sustainable development but their emission reductions will be the result of sustainable development, not the other way around.  This is an important distinction.  To enable enhancement of sustainable development in developing countries, there has to be support in terms of technology transfer and financial resources.

 

7.        What developed and developing countries together need to achieve is an accelerated and substantial shift from fossil fuels to non-fossil fuels and from non-renewable sources to renewable sources of energy.  There must be a global plan to change the very nature of growth, from one based on carbon that has remained virtually unchanged since the dawn of the industrial revolution to one based on clean and renewable sources of energy.  This radical and in a sense revolutionary shift is the extraordinary response required to an extraordinary challenge.  We are prepared to be a part of this global effort, but I repeat, this must be on the basis of equitable burden-sharing.

 

8.        India has announced its own National Action Plan on Climate Change on June 30, 2008.  It is, in essence, our own strategy for sustainable development.  It is based on the recognition that both in terms of energy security and tackling climate change, India must achieve a graduated shift from reliance on carbon-based fossil fuels to non-fossil fuels and from non-renewable to renewable sources of energy.  Therefore, the pride of place has been given to a National Solar Mission to promote the use of the sun’s energy, which is available plentifully in tropical India.  There is also a focus on other renewables such as bio-mass and bio-fuels as also nuclear energy.  We would welcome international collaboration to accelerate the implementation of this strategy.

 

9.        The extraordinary nature of the global challenge of climate change also leads us to recommend other collaborative agreements on technology transfer, technology collaboration and financing instruments.  If there are current patented technologies, whether from the developed or developing countries, whose widespread diffusion would make a significant impact on climate change, then let us acquire these patents through a global fund and make them available widely as public goods.  We as a developing country, are prepared to contribute to such a fund in accordance with our economic capacity.

 

10.      Similarly, we must put in an unprecedented effort in collaborative R&D to generate technological innovations that are cost-effective and convenient.  This too, can be financed through a Global Venture Fund to which we are also prepared to contribute, and whose results similarly could widely be diffused as public goods.

 

11.      There is no doubt that the financing required to achieve a substantial shift from a carbon-based economy to a renewables-based economy, will be of an unprecedented scale.  Given the current economic gloom world-wide, this may seem unrealistic.  I would, however, argue that deploying resources to tackle the global challenge of climate change, is itself a means of “energizing” the world economy.  It will unleash a veritable surge of innovation, enterprise and development unmatched in history.

 

12.      The capital required must be deployed nationally as well as on a multilateral basis to support sustainable development in developing countries.  The location and disbursement of these funds are best achieved through the UNFCCC framework itself rather than in a traditional donor-driven approach, where the priorities of developing countries tend to be ignored.  This will require a mind-set change both among developed and developing countries.  Financing for climate change should not be seen as another form of ODA but rather payments for ‘entitlements’ of developing countries under an equitable global regime.

 

13.      India is prepared to work actively and constructively for an ambitious, equitable and effective outcome from Copenhagen.

